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the lectures of the 3rd Semi- 
nar of Catalysis (Rimini, Italy, 19-24 June 1994) 
organized by the Interdivisional Group of Catal- 
ysis and the Division of Industrial Chemistry of 
the Italian Chemical Society. 
The 3rd Seminar, entitled ‘The catalytic process 
from the laboratory to the industrial plant’, was 
attended by over 150 researchers and follows 
the first Seminar of 1990 devoted to the main 
reactions of heterogeneous catalysis and the sec- 
ond one of 1992 that focused to a greater extent 
on homogeneous and organometallic catalysis. 
The choice of the Seminar’s subject has been 
suggested by the fact that there are but few 
opportunities of meeting the realities of scaleup 
during university standard courses, or even in 
many industrial companies. The Seminar and 
this issue have therefore been designed to pre- 
sent to researchers the aspects associated with 
the development of a technology involving a 
catalytic reaction. On these premises, the au- 
thors have been invited to describe, in a logical 
sequence, the main activities that it is necessary 
to perform ‘after’ a material, catalytically active 
for a given reaction, has been identified. 
In any large field, such as R&D, it is very 
difficult to find the right balance between ‘width 
and depth’. In this regard, no book can answer 
every question, particularly in the case of this 
one-week Seminar, for which we have assem- 
bled different topics to satisfy several university 
annual courses. 
The Scientific Committee has chosen to privi- 
lege the ‘helicopter view’ on the ensemble of 
problems to be faced, accepting to overlook in 

this way a great number of details. I hope that 
this decision, on the other hand, will provide a 
more complete framework for people contribut- 
ing to the organizations efforts towards techno- 
logical progress and for a better co-operation 
and mutual understanding between the various 
expertise involved, as well as between indus- 
tries and universities. This effort of collabora- 
tion is coming true, at least in this issue that 
blends academic and industrial backgrounds. 
Therefore this issue has been written by many 
authors and, since a general and absolute law 
for scaling up catalytic processes does not exist, 
the different viewpoints of authors, reflecting 
their different experiences, offer the reader an 
additional understanding of the multiplicity of 
the approaches to catalytic processes develop- 
ment. 
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